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Date g1+ : Saturday, July 1, 2017 2017& 78 18 ()
Registration =4: 12:00
Study Meeting #3ts: 13:00 - 18:05

Venue &35 Hokkai-Gakuen University, Toyohira Campus
Room 22 (Building 2, 2F)
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Students %4 - Free &}
Non-members 3k28 - ¥500
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12:00 Registration =4t

12:30 - 12:50 General Meeting x%#ies
13:00 - 13:05 Opening p&R

13:05 - 13:50 Presentation 1 #AFEHEXRO
Unpacking the Notion of Culture in EFL Education
Jeremie Bouchard (Hokkai-Gakuen University)

13:55 - 14:20 Presentation 2 #3REXQ
Partial Extensive Reading Program Using the M-Reader System
Akira Iwata (Hokkaido Musashi Women'’s Junior College)
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18:00 - 18:05 Closing mam®

19:00 - 21:00 Networking Party z=#Hsa
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Abstracts ==

Presentation 1

Unpacking the Notion of Culture in EFL Education
Jeremie Bouchard (Hokkai-Gakuen University)

Recent MEXT policy discourse has currently begun to emphasize the development
of learners’ intercultural communicative competence (ICC) in foreign language
education. Central to this initiative is a need for EFL teachers to integrate the
complex and often misunderstood notion of culture in their everyday teaching. In
this presentation, I attempt to answer three guiding questions: Why should EFL
education concern itself with the teaching of culture? How should the concept of
culture be conceptualized within EFL education? and What classroom activities are
appropriate for the teaching of culture? Answers to these questions are drawn
from sections of my book titled “Ideology, Agency, and Intercultural
Communicative Competence: A stratified look into EFL education in Japan”,
published by Springer in 2017.

Presentation 2

Partial Extensive Reading Program Using the M-Reader System

Akira Iwata (Hokkaido Musashi Women'’s Junior College)

This classroom research investigates the potential effectiveness of a partial
extensive reading program for less proficient and less motivated English as a
Foreign Language (EFL) learners enrolled in a first year non-English major course
in @ women’s college. A total of 39 learners engaged in an in-class extensive
reading for 20 minutes followed by a 10-minute classroom reporting session. They
are encouraged to read at least 10,000 words during one semester. The materials
mainly included graded readers with various topics and levels. The participants
filled in a simple book report and tackled comprehension quizzes using the
MReader system. The post-questionnaire survey and follow-up interviews revealed
that the course could successfully alleviate the learners’ mental burdens for
English learning, create a good atmosphere for peer cooperation, and provide
opportunities to enhance students’ responsibility as autonomous English learners.
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